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Educational needs of faculty members of Lorestan University
of Medical Sciences by Delphi Technique

Toulabi! T (Ph.D) - Sheikhian? A (Ph.D) - Galehdar®N (MSc.) - Anbari* Kh (Ph.D) - Mohammadi® E (Ph.D)-
Majidimehr® M (B.Sc).

Abstract

Introduction: Provision and design of educational programs according to the educational
needs of target groups is a key priority for implementation of the program by the health care
community. Related studies in the field are rare to identify educational needs in the country. The
aim of this study was to determine and prioritize educational needs of faculty members of the
Lorestan University of Medical Sciences.

Methods: The survey was conducted using the Delphi assessment in three-step in 2011.
Educational needs by 40 faculties of Clinicians, Nursing and Midwifery, Sciences, Health
and Paramedical (10 people per group) were identified and prioritized. We used a purposive
sampling method using three questionnaires for data collection and scoring.

Results: The top five priorities of educational needs of clinical faculty members included:
online search strategies, digital library, scientific writing in English and Persian, advanced
research methods and basic and advanced teaching methods. Educational needs of faculty
members of nursing and midwifery were English conversation, how to submit papers to
non-native journals, digital library, clinical teaching methods and new methods of teaching.
Educational needs of basic sciences faculty members were basic and advanced teaching
methods, scientific writing, English, teaching skills, method for collecting electronic books, and
deliver a successful English presentation. Educational needs of faculty members of the health
and Paramedical sciences schools included: advanced search in electronic resources and search
engines, advanced teaching methods, digital library, English conversation, and using analytical
tools.

Conclusion: Some of the educational needs were common in different groups. However,
there were some discrepancies based on experience, expertise, clinical educational and
managerial roles. Determination and prioritization of the educational needs of faculty members
of different schools can be an important step in designing their educational programs to fit
expertise and professional needs and promoting the quality of teaching.
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